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After 25 years umpiring Baseball games in the Metro area Peter Foley has retired from umpiring.

 Like many umpires before him, Peter Foley started his Umpire Career while waiting for a game to start for his kids, when everyone realized that no umpire had appeared to start the game.  Peter was asked to help out. That was in June of 1985. Peter has been the type of person that is always available.  When help is needed he said yes to umpiring the game.  That was the start of his umpiring career with Chebucto Minor Baseball.  
He continued to umpire in the Chebucto organization until 1994, when he realized that there was a larger Provincial umpire organization to which he could belong. The next spring he went to a Level 1 umpire clinic in Halifax and thus started his BNSUD life.  It continued until September of 2011, when his legs and back would no longer let him continual doing the hobby he loved.

Peter took on the responsibility as the Umpire in Chief of the Halifax Region in 1997. He increased training at all levels and hardly a night would go by when Peter could not be found at the field, either doing a game or trying to help out the younger umpires by offering his guidance to try and help improve their performances.  Thru the many evaluations  that he did during his term, and with his guidance, many of the umpires started to realize that wearing a uniform properly and knowing the rules would improve their performance and stature.  With Peter’s help and persistence, all the Baseball Associations in Halifax signed on with Baseball Nova Scotia in using certified umpires supplied by Baseball Nova Scotia Umpire Division.

After his UIC duties, Peter continued to umpire from his base in Halifax.  Peter has done games at all Levels from Senior to Mosquito, college ball and high school ball. His most enjoyable times were at the house league level where he could help out young umpires improve their skills.

Peter often did things, never looking for praise.  At the Larry O’Connel field he used to put the lines down and securing the bases for every game.  This continued for a many years and nobody knew who was doing it. He missed a game once and the home coach ordered the umpires to line the field and secure the bases as they were responsible for doing it. Of course the umpires refused and (James, Peter’s son) then informed the coach that it was Peter who did it for all those years and now the cat was out of the bag. 
All umpires have stories to tell.  One that  Peter always remembers was the time at the old Wanderers Grounds when there was a parent who was drunk and verbally abused both umpires ( he had the plate ). Finally,  the umpires had had enough and told the coach that the parent has to go.  The coach tried but that only made things worse, so Peter called the Police.  When they arrived a few minutes later and the parent saw them coming, he took off running out of the park and disappeared. When the game resumed, the next batter apologised to Peter and thanked him for getting rid of him.  Peter asked him if he knew him, to which he answered that it was his Father. 
He also recalls that one time at Larry O'Connell field, Bobby Gillis was coaching a team from Cole Harbour and he and Peter were having a discussion prior to the game when Bobby started to fake kicking dirt in Peter direction.  The other umpire, seeing this, rushed in to eject him from the game, until Peter told him that they were only carrying on.

Peter always enjoyed every game that he did.  He was never in it for the money but rather for the love of the game, and meeting players, coaches  and fellow umpires from all over the Maritimes. That is why he stayed umpiring as long as he did. 
We will miss Peter on the ballfield with his always friendly smile and excellent attitude of always wanting the players to just have fun and enjoy the game.

Thanks Peter, for the time you devoted to Baseball and the Umpire Division.  See you around town and at the Moosehead games.
